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Attracting investment, talent and innovation to Europe  

the core business of the World Investment Conference

A unique platform

for executive players 
and top policy makers

Training, attracting and retaining

talents for innovation and added value

Linking innovative, fast-growing companies

in Europe and around the world

Fostering transatlantic

cooperation for cleantech

1,045 High level 
representatives

180 Speakers

715 Business leaders

76 Europeans officials, 
national & regional 
political leaders

187 Experts from European
investment & 
development agencies

67 International media 
representatives

45 Nationalities 
represented

2008 Key Figures 

4 interactive events

June 3-4-5

June 4-5

June 4

June 3-4-5

“Investing in Global Cities: 

Opportunities in Adversity”

La Baule-WIC 2008 World Investment Conference



“Investing in Global Cities: 

Opportunities in Adversity”

At stake
The Europe+ Foundation, co-founded by Ernst & Young and the PGA Group, in partnership with the European Commission, have
been organizing the annual World Investment Conference for the past six years in La Baule (France).

Since 2001, more than 5,000 participants have attended this unique conference to debate the future of international investment
and the policy issues that surround it. The event has won a worldwide recognition as the premier forum on the attractiveness and
competitiveness of Europe. How can companies and public players, together evaluate and build the solutions to promote 
investment in capital, talents, technology and innovation in Europe.  

This year, the World Investment Conference is even more than ever committed to provide positive answers and sustainable 
solutions to face the current downturn affecting our regions, countries and businesses.  

Content
Opportunities in Adversity
As the financial market and consumer confidence crisis amplifies, 2009 opens on a deep economic crisis, affecting Europe across
all sectors, with an obvious impact on industrial investment. UNCTAD – the United Nations bureau monitoring trade and development
globally - estimates that FDI will have dropped by a record 20% in 2008.   

Where is the future? As Tony Blair said in Davos, ‘if you ask experts what we should do, the most honest answer is: I don’t know’.
The prospect of a new global governance, attempts at re-regulating financial markets and the implementation of emergency 
recovery plans everywhere raise enormous challenges. Yet, 2009 could be the year in which financially sound organizations and
countries create the path to boost their future fortunes. As boardrooms and ministries grapple with the dilemma of whether and
when to invest in acquiring assets or entering new markets, interviews with decision makers confirm that the growth agenda is
still alive, even in the current turbulent conditions. During the recession of the early 1990s, the majority of companies and govern-
ments responded to the situation with extreme caution. However experience proved that those which emerged the strongest had
clearly identified opportunities to sustain their own development and to take and implement strategic decisions that distingui-
shed them from their competitors.

Growth in the City: opportunities in adversity
Urban and regional development is one of the obvious responses. In the world’s fastest growing cities and urban regions, 80% of
the world’s population live, work, study, innovate. The world’s cities currently produce 75% of the global added-value. 

City development offers a wide range of growth applications. Challenges and needs are huge, from fundamentals to cutting edge
sectors: infrastructures, transport, housing, education, telecommunications, security, leisure, culture, sustainability, business
services, services to individuals, etc.

Find solutions at the World Investment Conference
La Baule forum has always been looking at the future. This is the place where:

• Key trends and facts about investment in Europe and global cities will be unveiled
• International investors, innovative SMEs, political leaders and opinion leaders will look at practical solutions rather 

than problems
• Visionaries, architects, artists, researchers will point to new ideas and cutting-edge trends

The 2009 World Investment Conference will be organized around: 

• 3 plenary sessions
• 8 thematic workshops
• 3 associated conferences (1st Brainpower Forum, 2nd Transatlantic Green Platform, Global Tech Showcase). 

Welcome to the 7
th

World

Investment Conference
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* Cf. Specific Programs

8:30 > 9:00 a.m. Welcoming addresses “Opportunities in Adversity”
Pierre Guénant, Co-Chairman of Europe+, President of La Baule WIC, Chairman of the PGA Group 
and Patrick Gounelle, Co-Chairman of Europe+, Global Managing Partner EMEIA, Ernst & Young

David Appia, Chairman and CEO of Invest in France Agency, Ambassador for international investment

9:00 > 10:30 a.m. 2009 and Beyond: The Attractiveness of Europe and its Global Cities

9:00 > 9:30 a.m. Presentation of Ernst & Young’s special 2009 edition 
of the European Attractiveness Survey
Marc Lhermitte, Partner Ernst & Young, presents the latest trends of Europe’s
attractiveness in adversity, perspectives for the rebound, current and future 
challenges, doubts and expectations from the global business community. 
How is the crisis affecting international investment projects and decision-making 
processes? What investment opportunities will emerge? Who will come out a winner?

9:30 > 10:30 a.m. Attractiveness of Cities Across the World: 

Success Models and Challenges

Moderator: Shellie Karabell, Founder, Sunshine Media & Communication 
• The Rt Hon Tessa Jowell, Minister for the Olympics and Paymaster General
• Dr. Khater Massaad, CEO Government of Ras Al Khaimah Investment Authority and 

Advisor to H.H. the Crown Prince & Deputy Ruler
• Dr. Alessandro Teixeira, Head of Apex Brasil and President of WAIPA
• James Turley, CEO, Ernst & Young

10:30 > 11:00 a.m. Coffee Break

11:00 > 12:30 p.m. Working, Learning and Living in the Global City of the Future

Moderator: Shellie Karabell, Founder, Sunshine Media & Communication
• Pascal Cagni, CEO, Apple EMEA 
• David Fisher, Architect, Dynamic Architecture
• H.E. Fahmi Al Jowder, Minister of Works, Electricity and Water Authority, Kingdom of Bahrain
• Hervé Le Bras, Studies Director, EHESS
• Erik Orsenna, Académie Française 
• Saskia Sassen, Urban Sociologist, Columbia University

12:30 > 12:45 p.m. Which Urban Civilisation Do We Want to Build? 
by Paul Andreu, Architect
Dialogue with Shellie Karabell, Founder, Sunshine Media & Communication

12:45 > 1:00 p.m. Province of Shandong—Pays de la Loire Region:

Territories Cooperation and Common Development

Introduction by Pierre Guénant, Co-Chairman of Europe+, President of La Baule WIC, Chairman of the PGA Group
• Jacques Auxiette, President of Pays de la Loire Region, France
• Yulan Zhao, Vice Chairman of Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC)-Shandong Committee

1:15 > 2:30 p.m. Thematic lunches

1 A World of Global Cities
Introduced by Jean-Michel Severino, Managing Director, Agence Française de Développement
Moderator: H.E. Serge Degallaix, Ambassador for France in Tunisia
• Philippe Cayla, President, Euronews
• Francisca do Espirito Santo, Mayor of Luanda, Angola
• Abbès Mohsen, Mayor of Tunis, Tunisia
• Tatiana María Orozco de la Cruz, Executive Director of Barranquilla’s Investment Promotion Agency, 

Probarranquilla, Colombia 
• Mark Otty, Area Managing Partner EMEA, Ernst & Young
• Gustavo Pulti, Mayor of Mar del Plata, Argentina

2 Promoting Europe as a whole
Moderator: Francis Bailly, Senior Business Executive, Director European Affairs, GE International
• David Appia, Chairman and CEO of Invest in France Agency, Ambassador for International Investment
• Antonio Hernandez, Chief Strategy Officer at Invest in Spain, Director for the EU Region, WAIPA
• Dr. Maria Beatriz Nofal, President of ProsperAr and Director of WAIPA South America
• Richard Offermann, Director Services Industries, Germany Trade and Invest 
• György Retfalvi, CEO of Investment Trade and Development, Hungary
Closing remarks: Patrice Lefeu, Executive Director of Europe+ and La Baule Conferences

3 Networking lunch hosted by Norte Region, Portugal
Introduced by Ana Lehmann, Vice President of the Norte Region, Portugal

6:30 p.m. Welcome Cocktail

7:45 p.m. Welcome Dinner 

Welcome addresses by Pierre Guénant, Co-Chairman of Europe+, President of
La Baule WIC, Chairman of the PGA Group, Patrick Gounelle, Co-Chairman of Europe+,
Global Managing Partner EMEIA, Ernst & Young and Yves Métaireau, Mayor of La Baule

WAIPA Personnal award for the contribution to the development of the Global Investment
Framework delivered by Dr. Alessandro Teixeiro, President of WAIPA and President of Apex-Brasil, 
Dr. Maria Beatriz Nofal, President of ProsperAr and Director of WAIPA South America, 
Antonio Hernandez, Chief Strategy Officer at Invest in Spain, Director for the EU Region, WAIPA

9:15 p.m. Debate: Rallying for Renewal
Co-Moderators: Dana Spinant, Chief Editor, European Voice and Patricia Szarvas, CNBC Anchor
Introduced by Christian de Boissieu, President, Council of Economic Analysis (CAE)
• Christine Lagarde, Minister for Economy, Industry and Employment, France
• Istvan Varga, Minister for National Development and Economy, Hungary
• Afif Chelbi, Minister for Economy, Industry, and SMEs, Tunisia
• Mark Otty, Area managing partner EMEIA, Ernst & Young
• Ana Lehmann, Vice-President of Norte Region, Portugal

8:30 p.m.

Dinner Debate*

8:30 a.m.
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* Cf. Specific Programs

3:00 > 5:00 p.m. Parallel Sessions

Thematic Workshops 

Economic development in cities and territories: concrete

projects to create and encourage news sources of growth

1 Technology in the City
How technology is transforming business and daily life 
in cities?

Moderator: Keith Redfearn, GE Energy Europe
President and Reporter: Clara Gaymard, GE International Government 
Initiatives leader and President, GE France

• Paul Johnston, Head of European Public Sector Team, Cisco
• Denis Griot, Senior Vice President & Chairman EMEA, Freescale
• Daniel Kaplan, CEO, Fing, City 2.0 programme
• Chris Luebkeman, Director of Global Foresight of Arup
• Virginie de Chassey, Sustainable Development Director, PSA Peugeot citroën
• Xingru Zhang, Vice Chairman of Chinese People’s Political Consultative 

Conference (CPPCC)—Yantai Committee

2 Urban Planning and Social Innovation
Building harmonious and long term urban development

Moderator: Jan Siemons, Partner, Ernst & Young Netherlands
Reporter: Victoria Appelbe, Director, Economic Development, City of Bonn

• HE Dr. Naser Al Belooshi, Ambassador for Bahrain in France
• Pierre Mansat, Member of Paris Council, in charge of Greater Paris
• Lorin Parys, Chief Operating Officer, Uplace
• Guillaume Poitrinal, CEO & Chairman of the management board, Unibail-Rodamco
• François Trausch, Real Estate Director, GE Europe

3 Learning in the City
Link between higher education, talent and economic 
development and city attractiveness

Moderator: Thanh N Ghiem, Professor HEC Paris and Angenius Founder
Reporter: Vincent Piron, Strategy and Investment Director, Vinci Concessions

• Anthony Béchu, Chairman, Agence d’Architecture d’A. Béchu
• Agnès Flémal, General Manager, Wallonia Space Logistics
• Ian Neilson, Minister for Finance, Economic and Social Development and Tourism, Cape Town City
• Bonifacio Vega Garcia, Managing Director, Estrategia Madrid Global

4Ground and Underground Networks
Intra Cities connections and networks to improve urban life

Moderator: James Close, Partner, Transaction Advisory Services Business, Ernst & Young
Reporter: Michel Morvan, Scientific Director, Veolia Environment

• Wolfgang Bloch, Vice President/Head of Environmental & Safety Department, Siemens AG
• Frédérick Getton, PSA Peugeot Citroën
• Richard Offermann, Director Service Industries, Germany Trade and Invest
• Antonio Oporto, Spain CEO and Iberico-American region VP
• Hu Shaojun, Vice-Mayor of the city of Qingdao, People’s Republic of China

5:00 > 6:00 p.m. Networking

6:00 > 6:30 p.m. Brainpower Forum Closing Session*

6:30 > 7:30 p.m. Transatlantic Green Platform* Closing Session 

and TGP Awards Ceremony

7:30> 7:45 p.m. Best Investment Awards Ceremony

Gala Evening hosted by South America

8:00 > 9:00 p.m. Beach Cocktail

9:00 > 11:00 p.m. Gala Dinner

Introduction by Dr. Alessandro Teixeira, Head of Apex Brasil and President of WAIPA
and Dr. Maria Beatriz Nofal, President of ProsperAr and Director of WAIPA South America

7:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
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7:45 > 9:15 a.m. Thematic Workshops 

Economic development in cities and territories: 

concrete projects to create and encourage news sources of growth

5Global Cities: the Only Success Model?
Can “second” or mid size cities be tomorrow’s leaders?

Moderator: Rob Ellermeijer, Partner E&Y, local government ww manager
Reporter: Philippe Carli, CEO of Siemens France and of Energy SWE cluster

• David Audretsch, Distinguished Professor and Ameritech Chair of Economic Development
at Indiana University School of Public and Environmental Affairs

• Alan Harding, Director, Ipeg, Manchester
• Andy Montgomery, CEO, El Paseo Bank

6 The Sustainable City
The intelligence of city development

Moderator: Francis Bailly, Senior Business Executive, Director European Affairs, GE International
Reporter: Erik Freudenthal, Manager, Stockholm GlashusEtt 

• Wolfgang Bloch, Vice President/Head of Environmental and Safety Department, Siemens AG
• Stina Soewarta, Deputy Head, Cabinet of European Commissioner for Energy
• Joost Van Iersel, EU Economic and social Advisory Board member, in charge of cities

7Branding the City
Marketing and communication of territories and cities

Moderator: Rosalind Joseph, Global Public Relations & Destination Marketing Consultant
Reporter: Nathalie Rastoin, Managing Director, Ogilvy France 

• Dominic Buttimore, Executive Producer, CEO, Th1ng
• Andrew Levine, President/Chief Creative Officer, Development Counsellors International (DCI)
• Jean-Louis Missika, Deputy Mayor of Paris in charge of Innovation, Research & Higher Education
• Dr. Hartmut Schwesinger, Frankfurt Rhein Main GmbH, International Marketing of the Region 

President and CEO

8 Arts, Innovation and Culture in the City
Museums, Culture and Creativity as key attractiveness catalysts

Moderator: Peggy Hollinger, Paris bureau chief, Financial Times
Reporter: Henri Loyrette, President-Director, Louvre Museum

• Reinhard Krämer, Culture Director, Nordrhein/Westfalen, Germany
• Juan Ignacio Vidarte, General Director, Guggenheim Museum Bilbao, Spain

Special South American Roundtable on Investments

• Dr. Alessandro Teixeira, Head of Apex Brasil and President of WAIPA
• Dr. Maria Beatriz Nofal, President of ProsperAr and Director of WAIPA South America
• Andrès Culagovski, Fiscal to the executive VP of Chile’s Foreign Investment Committee
• Julio Duarte van Humbeck, Commercial counsellor at the Embassy of Paraguay in France
• Carlos Serrano, General Director of Ecuador’s Investment promotion Agency, Invest in Ecuador
• Luiz Fernando Barreto, Sub Secretary for strategic projects, office of the Mayor of Rio
• Roberto Villamil, Executive Director of Uruguay’s Investment and Export promotion Agency, Uruguay XXI
• Tatiana Maria Orozco de la Cruz, Executive Director of Barranquilla’s Investment promotion Agency, 

Probaranquilla, Colombia

9:30 > 9:45 a.m. Morning opening session 

• Pierre Guénant, Co-Chairman of Europe+, President of La Baule WIC, Chairman of the PGA Group
• Patrick Gounelle, Co-Chairman of Europe+, Global Managing Partner EMEIA, Ernst & Young
• Jean-Marc Ayrault, Mayor of Nantes, France

9:45 > 10:45 a.m. Recommendations to Europe’s Officials

From the 8 working sessions, moderators will draw the top 5 conclusions 
and recommendations to create and encourage new sources of growth
Moderator: Patricia Szarvas, CNBC Anchor 

10:45 > 12:00 a.m. Investing in Global Cities, an Opportunity for Europe’s Rebound

From traditional to cutting-edge European cities
Co-moderators: Shellie Karabell, Founder Sunshine Media & Communication
and Patricia Szarvas, CNBC Anchor
Keynote speaker: Paul Bevan, General Secretary of EUROCITIES

• Ferdinando Beccalli-Falco, President and CEO, GE International
• Pierre Dartout, Interministerial Delegate for Territorial Development and Competitiveness (DIACT, France)
• Sir Richard Leese, Leader of Manchester City Council, United Kingdom
• Jean-Pierre Raffarin, Former Prime Minister of France and President of Honour of Europe+

12:00 > 12:30 p.m. Official Closing Session

Keynote Address: José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission

12:45 > 1:30 p.m. Lunch Buffet

12:30 p.m.





STRATEGIC PARTNERS

Freescale

GDF Suez

GE

Lucien Barrière Group

PSA Peugeot Citroën

Siemens

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

Diact

European Commission

Invest in France Agency 

Invest in Western France Agency

Ministry of Economy, Industry

and Employment (France)

Nantes Metropole 

Pays de la Loire Region  

SPONSORS

AFD

Atomic Energy Commission

Continental Airlines

Futuralia

Solairedirect

MEDIA PARTNERS

Business Wire

CNBC 

EuroNews 

European Voice

FDI Magazine

Le Trombinoscope 
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CONTACT

EXECUTIVE OFFICE / PARIS

Patrice LEFEU, Executive Director
Tel. +33 (0)1 46 93 88 66

patrice.lefeu@europeplus.org

Nathalie de BAUDRY D’ASSON, Chief Editor
Tel. +33 (0)1 44 09 07 00

ndebaudry@labaulewic.org
ndebaudry@lelienpublic.com

Antonella GUERRA, Communication & Partnership Manager
Tel. +33 (0)1 46 93 88 86

a.guerra@europeplus.org 

Victoire LABBÉ DE MONTANGON, Public Sector & Speakers Manager
Tel. +33 (0)1 46 93 74 67

victoire.labbe@europeplus.org

Muriel SÉLIS, Executive Assistant
Tel. +33 (0)1 46 93 66 17

muriel.selis@fr.ey.com

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE / NANTES 

Sophie LABROSSE, Project Manager
Tel. +33 (0)2 51 84 42 05

sophie.labrosse@europeplus.org

EUROPEAN OFFICE / BRUSSELS
Christian SAUBLENS, Executive Director of EURADA 
Tel. +32 (2) 218 43 13

christian.saublens@labaulewic.org 

PRESS OFFICE
Vilizara LAZAROVA
Tel. +33 (0)1 57 32 86 46

vilizara.lazarova@consultants.publicis.fr

REGISTRATION TO LA BAULE–WIC

www.labaulewic.org
Tel. +33 (0)1 46 93 88 86

registration@labaulewic.org 
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