A 'attention de Monsieur Frank Jensen

Membre de la plateforme de I'Agence President d'EUROCITIES

des Droits Fondamentaux de 'UE Square de Meels 1
B-1000 Brussels
BELGIQUE

Objet: contributionEUROCITIES Days Nantes 2012
Contacts pour ce dossier00 33 6 61 98 64 03
0033662714248
PJ : CD « Bretagne une région d’Europe — Partitionimposée assimilation forcée »

Nantes october 23th 2012

Mr President,

Your visit to Nantes to open days "Eurocities 20i24n opportunity for Bretagne Réunie to welcome
you in our city, wishing you'll enjoy your stay angst us.

This initiative taken by Eurocities, under the dasp of the City of Nantes can only be encouraged b
all those who are victims of a lack of local denamyr.

Brittany's people, in France, earnestly hope thasd¢ days of discussions and debates will lead to
awareness and commitments of the participatingciti favour of democracy.

Nantes City, which will host on its territory prameint representatives of the largest cities in By
definitely not a model for democracy and can celyaamend and change towards a little more
listening and understanding of its population dedsan

The present crucial issue of Nantes, Breton towopably shows the total lack of listening and
dialogue existing between a local community andotheple living on its territory.

First victim of nationalist conceptions of Frenchblic's main elected representatives, Brittars/ ha
been reduced by one department out of five, théékAtlantique" having been split off its mother
region, during the Second World War. By a plainrdec(n® 2727, June 30th 1941), without any
public consultation, the Vichy's collaborationisegime created an artificial region, they
called "Loire", by including the department of LeiAtlantique (that has become since a part of "Pays
de-la-Loire").

The Central Government and the French City of Nargéll refusing to recognize the existence of
national minorities on their own territory, are ogpd to the administrative reunification of
Brittany, so as to an alternative identity poltoyards the people - and especially in Nantestson
own children.

The so said new region «Pays de Loire" , upon wthehcity of Nantes has a very strong influence,
seeking visibility and legitimacy, has increaséts communication budget by 160 % in the last few
years ! - a very propaganda in order to erase @daand Loire-Atlantique's Breton identity and to
impose a "new man", they called "Ligerien™ ! (frduatin "Liger", Loire).

In Nantes, to impose the "new man" existence, titye dbes erase constantly the word "Brittany",
ruining by this way our Ducal heritage (e.g. degtrg under concrete, three Breton chapels of the
sixteenth century), emptying the Chateau des Duc®8mktagne's ducal past, banning the sale of
comics and books because they would be "too muetoB' (sic), occulting the Breton identity of



many a Nantes celebrities, practicing a real cedoron the two local T.V. channels ... etc. (see
document "Brittany, a European Region -imposetitpar, forced assimilation "

Brittany and the Bretons are not without reactpayticularly through their elected representatives.

« TheRegional Council of Brittany, by a vote on the 30th of June 1997, requested
administrative reunification of Brittany. The caaltgovernment has not even acknowledged
the request.

e ThelLoire-Atlantigue General Council voted a wish to organize a public debate on
administrative reunification of Brittany on the 288June 2001. The central government did
not even bother to respond.

* TheBrittany Regional Council passed a second wish for the administrative reaibn of
Brittany, on the 2d of July 2001. The central goveent has displayed the same contempt.

e TheBrittany Regional Council passed a third wish for the administrative reuaifiin of
Brittany, on the 30th of June 2003, without anyctiea from the central government.

« TheBrittany Regional Council passed a resolution requesting the administrative
reunification of Brittany on the 8th of October 200’he central government has heard
nothing.

* TheBrittany Regional Council passed a motion on the 24th of October 2004 in the
framework of the territorial reform in France, tagiinto account the issue of the reunification
of Brittany. The currerPrime Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault, personally prevented the
government from dealing with the question.

e TheBrittany Regional Council voted on the 15th of December 2008 a new motikmgs
the government to introduce a bill on the orgamiraif a referendum on the whole of
Brittany. The French state has not heard or anslvere

« TheMorbihan General Council, on the7th of December 2011 has also passed a wish for
administrative reunification of Brittany, withoutny reaction of the French central
government.

All these wishes and sometimes motions, voted umamsly by elected assemblies, have never
received the slightest echo from the French Sthiehboasts yet to be a modern democracy, ignoring
nevertheless ten favourable polls .

The last poll of March 2009, produced at the retjoéthe government itsel€onfirms that 68% of

the population wishes the reunificationof Brittany by the return of the Loire-Atlantique the
current administrative region "Bretagne ", Brittamgving been the mother land for more than 1000
years!

Breton members of parliament at the National Asdgniiave also succeeded in passing an
amendment on the 21st of December 2011, for thanizgtion of a referendum through the five
Breton departments, during the debate on populareedums. The legislation has not yet been voted
on that crucial issue, at the Senate, and now sbared by the new government.

In recent years,

« More than four thousand elected Bretons, from the flepartments, signed the Charter for
reunification.

» To initiate the process of administrative reuntifica of Brittany, without any reaction of the
central government, hundreds of town Councillorstedafter debate, wishes for
reunification.

e Luis Maria de Puig, during its presidency of theu@adl of Europe, stated the legitimacy of
the reunification and supported it.

* UNESCO has been forced to repeatedly intervenerttssthe French government for the "Val
de Loire" - classified as World Heritage- being lomger used for political purposes, by
wrongly annexing within its scope, the Loire-Atlapte department!

e Mrs Viviane Reding, Vice-President of the Europ&ommission, said, following the filing
of a complaint by the Bretons through the Commisglmat she co-chairs, that she doesn't
have the necessary tools to enforce breaches otlrrgovernment against Bretons, while
recognizing the existence of a Breton minority rari€e.



Conclusion:

Despite a strong popular will, and support by mbooal elected politics, during the last decades, th
"reunification” of Brittany desperately doesn't seed, because of some Nantes' elected leaders,
durably blocking the file.

For Bretagne Réunie, this is really anti-democraten more than France likes to appear as the
human rights homeland and Nantes would be, whéenlisg to their representatives, a model for
democracy.

Bretagne Réunie, therefore does wish to submit"ttase study” to the forums participants, debates
and roundtables at Eurocities Days, which will tglkace in Nantes from November, the 7th to the
10th , hoping they can clarify the definition afrdocracy, so that all citizens of our Europearesiti
can live more happily tomorrow.

Waiting to hear from you, or even better, to meat yuring your stay in Nantes, will you please
accept, Mr President, our sincere, and best Bréi@anch and European greetings.

President of Bretagne Réunie Delegate to thegdsan relations
and Member of the Institute Cultural det@gne

Jean-Francois LE BIHAN Jean-Pierre LEVE&QU

Delegate to the Plate-forme de ’Agence
des Droits Fondamentaux de I'EU

Paul LORET

* entre 2004 et 2009 - 9,5 millions d’euros en 20€@ntre 25 millions d’euros en 2009 (selon une étutes
détaillée réalisée par le groupe politique d’oppasn régionale des Pays de Loire)
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IDENTITY OF THE ASSOCIATION "BRETAGNE REUNIE

BRETAGNE REUNIE
Member of the platform of the EU's Fundamental Rights Agecy

BP 49032

44090 Nantes

FRANCE

Tel. :+33(0)6 82 67 19 46

Website: HYPERLINKhttp://www.bretagne-reunie.org
Email :contact@bretagne-reunie.org

Brittany brings together 48 cultural associatidnssinesses, civil society actors and
individual members (about 1100).

Social purpose (Art. n°1 of the bylaws): territbniacognition inside the region Brittany of
the current departments of Cétes d'Armor, Finistéte-et-Vilaine, Morbihan and Loire-
Atlantique. Objective: reunification of Brittanyyhthe return of the department of Loire-
Atlantique" (département 44), within its former a&mt mother region, current administrative
"Région Bretagne"(Brittany) .

In September 2009, BRETAGNE REUNIE had been receivkat the Council of Europe,
convened by Luis Maria de Puig, then President ohie Parliamentary Assembly.
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11 siécles d’histoire en bref...

La Bretagne a I'Ouest de I'Europe et de la France

Bretagne

Le Gwenn ha Du : drapeau de la Bretagne

Xttxtti E—

Gwenn ha du est le nom donné au drapeau breton et signifiari®let Noir". Il fut créé au siécle
dernier.

Il est aujourd'hui reconnu par toutes les Bretorgtetous les Bretons comme I'embleme fort de la
Bretagne.

Il est utilisé aussi par les Bretons expatriés damsonde comme signe de reconnaissance.

Les neuf bandes égales représerie=n® diocesede Bretagne :
- Les 4 blanches représentent ceux de Basse-Bret&praouaille, Léon, Trégor et Vannetais.
- Les 5 noires ceux de Haute-Bretaghays Nantais Rennais, de Saint-Brieuc, de Saint-Malo
et de Dol.
Le canton d’honneur est fait d’'un champ d’hermiime®mbrables symbolisant le Duché de Bretagne,
dont Nantes fut la « capitale ».
Ce champ est emprunté a I'étendard d’hermine pta@é en 1316 par le Duc Jean Il de Bretagne.



Les 9 diocéses de Bretaghe

Depuis le IXéme siécle

Le territoire de la Bretagne se caractérise par une remarquable stabilité. Les frontieres de la Bretagne
se stabilisent vers I'an 850. D'abord un royaume sous Eripsoé, reconnu au traité d'Angers (851), elle
devient ensuite un duché indépendant. Aprés le traité d'Union de 1532, la Bretagne devient, la
Généralité de Nantes ou le Gouvernement Général de Bretagne. Les limites territoriales restent
inchangées et le comté de Nantes en fera toujours partie sans aucune interruption.
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Les révolutionnaires transforment les 9 dioceses eén
départements

Les révolutionnaires (1789) transforment les 9 diocéses (ou pays) en cing départements - Cétes
d’Armor, Finistére, llle et Vilaine, Loire-Atlantique et Morbihan — et conservent les limites territoriales

de la Bretagne dans son intégralité.




La partition

Le décret du 30 juin 1941, promulgué par le régime  de Vichy, partitionne la
Bretagne.

La Bretagne est amputée de la Loire-Atlantiqug,
département le plus industrialisé de Bretagne.
Ainsi, la Bretagne est affaiblie @conomiquement.

Le 20 septembre 2008, a Nantes, 10000 personnes ffestent pour défendre
la réunification et la diversité culturelle.

Les 2 télévisions locales nantaises financées aaville de Nantes donke maire était
Monsieur Jean-Marc AYRAULTet Nantes-Métropole dont le Président Meinsieur Jean-
Marc AYRAULT, ne diffusent aucune image et aucun commentairtésienement.
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